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GERMANIC ARMIES
GRADUALLY CLOSE

IN UPONVERDUN
Gain Vaux. But Are Checked

Between That Point and
Douaumont.

FURTHER MALANCOURT
ATTACKS EXPECTED

Teutons Continue Their Tremendous
' ' Bombardment in This

Region.

FRENCH IN BRAVE FIGHT

Single Battalion Holds Back Twenty
Times Its Number, ThenWithdraws.CrownPrince Gains

Vast Booty.

LONDON. April 1..The Germansgradually are closing in on

Verdun, drawing their lines a

little closer northeast of the
fortress, where by massed attacksfrom two directions they
have secured a footing in the

village of Vaux.
The Germans carried out a"

heavy bombardment: to tlfife east

of the Meuse. This was fol-
lowed by a German attack betweenDouaumont and Vaux,
which, according to the communicationof the French war

^ office, was completely checked.

j Farther Attacks Expected.
The German infantry has not moved

from Its trenches west of the Mouse
since, the capture of Malancourt village,followed shortly by the unsuccessfuldrive at the French positions
northeast of Hill No. 295 in the region
of Dead Man's hill. The artillery, howlsever, continues active tn the Malan7jpourt %sf|os..and further attempts by

qmumV) ccinttnue their driv. on I
ttaJnten'MR Sank ore considered
ujuAatfs -*o sew Without much delsr.

» -Cm G*rjp*n nuclei statement refers
onflr IneiWntally to the dghltng about
Verdun, mentioning only artillery duels
there and in the Argonne. with other
activity by the big gnna on the Aiane
front and further north on the line. A
British hand grenade attack near St.
Bloi, where the Gentians recently loat
some ground, waa repulsed.
The aviators of both sides on the

Wranco-Belgian front have been busy.
Four French macnmes ieu victims to

German battle aircraft in various engagements.
French Statement.

The text of tonight's French official
statement reads:

In Belgium our artillery bombarded
the enemy cantonments at Langeraarck,
northeast of Ypres.

In the Argonne our batteries were

active against the German organizar»nsnorth of La Harazee and La Fille
Mort and against the enemy camps in
the northern part of the Cheppy wood.

West of the Meuse the bombarde?ithas been intense against our positionsbetween Avocourt and Malanourt.
To the east of the Meuse a quite

intent bombardment was followed in
he course of the German attack on the
a vine between Fort Douaumont and
he village of Vaux. The attack was

ompletely stopped by our curtain of
Arc.

In the Woevre the artillery activity
lias been less marked. On the rest of
he front there is nothing to report."
The Belgian official communication

^«ds. "Artillery action on both sides
fo\e occurred in the Pervyse and Cos'akerkedistricts and south of Dix^ude."

German Official Report.
The official German statement of toirftvfrom general headquarters is as

follows:
"Near St. Elol an attack with hand

grenades by the British was repulsed.
There was fighting with mines betweenLa Bassee canal and Neuville.

"Northeast of Roye the Are of the
French artillery was very spirited.
German artillery effectively shelled positionsof the enemy on the Aisne
front.
"There were violent artillery duels in

the Argonne and in the sector of the
Meuse.
"German battle air craft shot down

four French aeroplanes. Of these one
fell within our lines near Laon and
another near Mogeville, In the Woevre.
Two fell behind the enemy's lines, one
near Ville-Aux-Bots and the other
south of Haucourt. The French aerodromeat Rosnay. west of Rheims, was
attacked with many bombs."

French Greatly Outnumbered.
A single battalion of French infantry

heid the salient comprising the village
of Malancourt in the Verdun region
west of the Meuse against forces twentvtimes their number in the attack of
Thursday night until, surrounded on
three sides, they were compelled to
choose between retirement and capture.
Three German brigades attacked Just

after dark. The column attacking in
front met wi.n such sustained Are that
It was thrown back before reaching a
house of the village. The assaults
were renewed repeatedly at intervals
of a few minutes, the German ranks
growing thinner with each rush.
At about 11 o'clock the Germans

brought up a fresh brigade and attackedfuriously on all sides, but were
again thrown back by rifle Are and
bayonets.

Another Charge Made.
At 1 o'clock another charge was made.

It was directed principally against the
flank, and the column operating on the
left, after being repulsed several times,
succeeded in making a breach in the
defensive line of the French. Being
reinforced with more fresh troops the
Germans were able to hold the ground.
The French battalion still held out

and fought from house to house until
dawn. Than ths ever-increasing GerI

man reinforcements overwhelmed what
remained of the defending force. By
that time nothing was left of the villagebut a pile of smoking ruins.
The Germans remained quiet along

that part of the line during the day, but
made heavy attacks against the advancedFrench positions in the region
of Dead Man's hill. After preparation
with a veritable storm of shells. Germaninfantry attacked in massed formationand penetrated the first line of
the French trenches at some points.
French infantry counter attacked with
the bayonet and drove back the Germansin disorder.

German View of Advance.
BERLIN, via Copenhagen to London.

April 1..The main headquarters correspondentof the Vossische Zeitung
sends the following report on the advanceof the Germans at Malancourt:

"The thunderous work of the artilleryagain furnished the prelude to a
successful resumption of infantry activitywest of the Meuse. Continuous
artillery fire suddenly increased to giganticviolence, and like an immense
thunderstorm the explosions rattled
unceasingly across the rolling countryside.They sounded as if a huge depot
of ammunition had exploded, detonatingthousands of shells in apparently
endless series. After several hours the
terrible melody suddenly ceased and
the assault was made successfully, with
but slight loss to the Germans.

German Position Bettered.
"The German position west of Verdunwas improved by this advance at

Malancourt. The Germans were able
to press into the village itself, and to
reach the first row of houses on the
northern side, which were the most
strongly fortified.

"I had an opportunity today to inspectthe booty so far taken in the Verdunbattle. The Quantities of weannns.
munition?, uniforms and supplies of ali jsorts which are accumulating here are
incalculable.

"Slightly wounded men who had been
fighting west of the Meuse declare that
the struggle was severe. They seemed
surprisingly fresh and were in Jocular
humor, although they showed plain
traces of the extreme exertions throughwhich they had just passed."

TRACl¥«ER
HEARINGGRANTED

Citizens' Federation Gets Right
to Appear Before Public

Utilities Commission.

The Federation of Citizens' Associations,which has actively undertaken to
bring about consolidation of Washington'sstreet railway lines, was informed
at its meeting last night >*iat it will
be permitted to discuss this matter with
the public utilities commission Thursday.

It will be represented lit thefponferenceby its public utilities committee, of
which William McK. Clayton is chairman.Universal transfers and other
questions related to street railway
service will be considered.
At a meeting two weeks ago the

f*d*rntfnn tnnlf o««rt> J-

ion rendered by Corporation Counsel
Byrne, which it considered to establish
a precedent under which the public
utilities commission could authorize
amalgamation of local street railway
lines, the impression hitherto having
existed that authority to amalgamate
could be granted only by Congress.
Through its utilities committee the

commission was approached in regard
to the matter, with the result that
Thursday's conference was arranged.

To Determine Attitude.
Some of the questions which will be

brought up at that time were discussed
at last night's meeting. The paramount
feature, of course is to determine exactlywhat the commission's attitude is in
regard to amalgamation. Effort will be
made to ascertain what plans it has for
disposing of the universal transfer
agitation.
In addition, such questions as abolishingfire stops in the interest of speedingup schedules; half rate for school

children; ventilation in cars; dust preventionmethods, extensions and kindredsubjects will be discussed.
That the conference will be an

epochal one is generally believed. The
utilities commission Is drawing to a
close its work of valuing the propertiesof Washington's public service
corporations and soon will be in a positionto act upon some of the practicalquestions of public service in the
District. Because many persons have
not known that the valuation must he
the basis of any rate Orders, or other
requirements involving large expendituresof money, the delay of the commission1n disposing of matters that
have been the subject of nonular att\.
tation ban not been generally understood.Thursday's conference is expectedto clarify the atmosphere considerably.

In Session Three Hours.
The federation was In session at the

Chamber of Commerce for nearly three
hours last night, during which time it
referred a number of matters to committeesand disposed of other business.
Delegate Garret of the Pinehurst associationsought to get through a resolutionfavoring practically unrestrictedspeed between street crossings for
the Emergency Hospital ambulances, but
Dr. Bryant, delegate from Chevy Chase,
sided "\vith the position taken by the
police department in the matter, and
the motion did not come to a vote becauseof failure of Mr. Garret to get
unanimous consent for its consideration.
W. E. Fowler of Chillurn Castle

Heights spoke on the necessity of ob-
mining a iwjerai appropriation for Improvingthe wharves along Washington'swater front. This suggestion willbe taken up by the committee on highways.parks and waterways, w hich will
submit a report at the next meeting on
plans for interesting Congress in this
improvement.

Resolutions Referred.
Resolutions referred to committees

were submitted by the Brightwood associationfor placing the Botanic Gorden in
Rock Creek Park, near Military road
(committee on highways, parks and
waterways). Brightwood Park association
indorsing Commissioners' bill to amalgamatestreet crossing policemen with
members of metropolitan force (committeeon police and fire protection), and
Brightwood Park association, indorsing
Tlnkham bill for extending the civil serviceto District government positions
(committee on finance and legislation).
The federation admitted to membershipth*» North Capitol and Eckington

Citizens' Association, which will be
represented by G. Henderson.
It appointed a committee on membershipextension consisting of HermanA. Phillips, William McK. Clayton
and William E. Shannon.

'BILLY' SUNDAY MAY
LEAD REVIVAL HERE

Washingtonians, on Baltimore
Visit, Find January, 1918,

lc Woaroct flnpn Date.
U KVUI WW« wil W..W.

CAPITAL ASKED TO TAKE
YEAR FOR PREPARATION

Evangelist Thinks Well of CampaignHere and May Decide
Question Tomorrow.

Evangelist "Billy" Sunday may be engagedin a big revival campaign here in

January, 1918.
This seems to be the nearest date that

he could come to Washington and not

slight other cities which have a prior
claim on him by reason of previous invitationsand acceptances. This was

learned last night by Washingtonians
who attended Sunday's meeting in Baltimore.
George Sunday, who is in close touch

with his father, and one of his managers,indicateed that If his father acceptsthe invitation to this city he cannotcome before the date mentioned.
Washington would need at least one

year to prepare for the meetings. It
was stated.
The question as to whether the evangelistwill say "yes" to the invitation

of the delegation of clergy and laity
representing the evangelical churches
of the city, in Foundry Church tomorrowmorning, when he comes here to
address the Baltimore annual conferenceof the Methodist Episcopal Church,
was not disclosed by the Sunday organizationin Baltimore last evening.
In fact^the organization leaders declare
they have their program already arrangedup to the opening of 1918, and
any other date could hardly be discussed.

September May Be Available.
One date, "September, 1916." might be

gotten if Washington could be made
ready for it, for it is understood that
though this month has been assigned

toDetroit, there is a disposition in the
Sunday organization to substitute anothercity. J
"We are due at Kansas City, Mo., at

Easter," said George Sunday last evening,"and we will conclude there June
19. Then, after the summer vacation,
we will be in Boston beginning October1. There a long campaign is
planned and may last until Christmas.
From there we go to New York city
for a campaign from January to Easter
hi 1917. Buffalo is next on tl^e list from
Easter until the close of our season.
We plan to begin a campaign in Chicagoearly in October. This last campaign,it i* believed, will easily last
until Christmas of 1917. J
Evangelist Sunday, it is known,

thinks well of a campaign here, and
many are of the opinion that he will
say "yes" Monday.
Many of these who are of the opinion

that he will give a favorable answer to
Washington went to Baltimore yesterdayin the Presbyterian delegation,
which #^iad more than »00 returning
from tttfe meetings on the ljfte train
last eyenlng.

i)r. Davidson a Leader. k

Rev. Dr. R. A. Davidson, pastor of the
Presbyterian Church at Falls Church.
Va., and moderator of the Presbyterian
8y#©d of Baltimore, was one of the
leaders in the party, which, included
many clergy and leading laity of the
church here. They occupied seats in
the northwest section of the taber- ^
nacle. and when Choir Leader Rodeheaverasked "Where is the Washingtondelegation?" it showed up prac- *

tically the largest of a number in at- d
tendance. ^"Which hymn do you want sun^?"Mr. Rodeheaver next ffuestioned and' r

without hesitation the call cam® back, a
"We want 'Sail On.' " and this waft sung fby the choir of 2.000 with the audtjwfiftof 16,000 joining in the chorus. ®

Included in the Washington delega-
tionwere Rev. James T. Marshall, pas- 1

tor of West Street Church; Rev. T. E. rDavis, pastor of Westminster Church;
Rev. A. E. Barrows, pastor of Eastern a

Church; Charles S. Bradley, Trwin B.
Linton, Rev. Samuel A. Bower of XorthminsterChurch; Rev^Kdward X. Kirby
of Ballston, Va. Prew^fterian Church;
Charles A. Baker and Rev. Harry B. 1
Angus, pastor of Peck Chapel, who led t
.Elmer Saijor of 2*16 Pennsylvania ave- (
nue, a ten-year-old boy, in his way up
the "trail" as the first "trail-hitter"
from Washington.

Over 500 Hit the Trail.
Over 500 hit the trail when Evangelist 1

Sunday called for those who wanted
to live "the better life," and came up f
the sawdust trail to shake th® evan- j
gelist by the hand. t
The committee that has extended the t

invitation in Washington is headed by
the Rev. Clarence A. Vincent, pastor a
of Mount Pleasant Congregational *
Church. Dr. Vincent and his associates *
will meet Sunday when he arrives in r

Washington at 9:50 o'clock tomorrow *
morning. He will he escorted to Foun- i
dry Methodist Episcopal Church, in one >
of the parlors of which the Washington 1
invitation will be again extended. If f
Although Monday is the evangelist'/day *

of rest, hiif^>rogram for the day is a very
full one. He is to leave Baltimore at 8 :30
o'clock in the morning, in a private car
furnished by the Washington. Baltimore
and Annapolis electric railway. "Ma"
Sunday and some of the members of the
evangelist's party will accompany him.
Mr. Sunday and those who are with him

will leave Washington at 2 p.m. for Annapolis.At 5 o'clock he will speak to the s

students of the Xaval Academy in Ban- <

croft Hall. a
,

BULGARIA HONORS <

AMERICAN DOCTOR 1
2

SOFIA. April 1. Dr. Harry Plata of t
Mount Sinai Hospital. Xew York, now t
with the Rulicarian sanitarv trnnno imo t

received a medal, without swords, for r
bravery, the distinction being the high- a

est one possible to award a Bulgarian «

army surgeon. t
The medal was bestowed for Dr. r

Plata's services In aiding in the stamp- s
ing out of typhoid in Serbia and Bulgaria.He has laboratories at Uskup.

INTERNED SERBIANS
MAY RETURN TO HOMES J

BERLIN, April 1 (by wireless to Say- «

ville)..In conformity with a recom- (
mendatlon made by the governor gen- r

eral of Serbia, it bas been decided to (
permit Serbians interned in Austria and t
Hungary to return to their homes.
They will be forwarded' In groups of <
600. t

3
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RUSS LOSSES
UJ\ UAS1UK
PLACED

Mowed Down Li
Scythes, A<

German .

Slav Storming Attacks
Declared to Hav

Austrians Rep
BERLIN*, April 1..It appears that

he Russian storming attacks directed
igainst the very wide sector of the

irmy group of Field Marshal von Hinlenburgand carried out with thirty
livisions. totaling more than 500,00ft
rren, and with an unprecedented
.mount of munitions such as never beorehas been used on theeastern front,
tnd which lasted from the 18th to the
:8th of March. now have ceased.
Thanks to the bravery and stubborn
esistance of our troops, the enemy
ichieved no success whatever.

Order to Bussians.
The great object which it was inendedshould be attained by this atackis apparent from the following

>rder issued by the high commander to
he armies on the western front under
late of March 17 and bearing the num>er537:
"Russians on the Western Front:

>"or the past six months, greatly weakmed.with only a small number of
irms and ammunition, you held up the
tdvance of the enemy, and. after havngheld him back in the vicinity of a
reak in the line near Molodechna, you
ook up your present position.
"His majesty and the country now

iwait from you another heroic deed.
he ejection of the enemy from within
he frontiers of the country. When tonorrowyou undertake this glorious
ask, 1 have faith in your courage and
rour deep devotion to the czar and
our warm love for your native counry.and am thereby convinced you will
ulfill your sacred duty by freeing your
>rothers from the yoke. God aid us
n our sacred endeavors.
(Signed.) "EWERT,

"Adjutant General."

Surprise at Undertaking. 7

"To any one who knows the circumtances.it is certainly astounding that
luch an undertaking should have been
ommenced at such a time of the year,
leeing that its accomplishment presentidsuch critical difficulties from one

lay to another, owing to the thawing
>f the snow. The choice of the time deridedupon was due much less to the
vill of the Russian command than to
he enforced requirements of a needy
illy. If the present cessation of atacksis attributed by Russia officially
o the sudden change in the weather,
hat is only a half truth.
The losses suffered in the severe
epuises nave neen careiuny calculated
ind are estimated at 140,000 men. The
nemy would be more correct if it said
hat the great offensive up to now was
lot only stifled in the' swamps, but in
iwamps and blood.

Fight in Water.
In making their attacks the Russians

vere compelled to advance over fields
tnee-deep in water, where it was imtossibleto intrench and their losses
ire declared to have been frightful.
)ne German officer reported that as a
esult of one attack two Germans
imong his force were killed, while the
Sermans counted 1,800 dead Russians
>efore the trenches.
Russian officers taken prisoner, the

orrespondents say, describe the deitructivenessof the German machine

(to *;

JEALOUSY.

Yin drive
n line are
at 140,000

| I

ke Grain Before
ccording to
Accounts.

, Many in Water, Are
e Been Checked.
>ort Successes.
Kuns, which operate in astonishing;
numbers and mow down the Russians
like scythes. ,
The fighting: of the Russians is now

growing weaker, the correspondents 1
say. 1

Austrians Claim Success.
<

The official Austrian statement of to- \
day says: I
"Near Olika Austro-Hungarian de-

tachments captured an advanced posi-
tion of the enemy, filled the trenches, j

destroyed the defense works and re- }
turned to their main positions. At-

,

tempts by the enemy to advance southeastof Sienkowce were frustrated by *
our artillery and by counter attacks." i
The Overseas News Agency quotes

the following report from the FrankfurterZeitung concerning the battle
at Narocz lake;
"The immense forests which favored 1

the Russian attacks greatly during the
winter now have, become a serious obstacle,owing to the fact that the
whole district now is converted into i
a .swamp. German patrols waded ini \
water which reached up to their
chjests.
resistance to the Russian attacks of
the last few days at this place. A
headquarters report mentioned the I i
bravery of Saarbruecken troops. The
commanding: general expressed his
especial approbation to a Silesian ter- '

ritorial, who jumped upon a parapet Jwhen the Russians attacked in masses
and hurled about forty hand grenades
into their ranks. This man by himself *

stopped the attack at this place."

Russians Claim Check
on German Attack

on Ikskull Position
1

PETROGRAD, April 1, via London, j
April 2, 1:22 a.m..The official state- i
merit issued today by the Russian war s
office says: y
"Western (Russian) front: The Ger- i

mans continued to bombard the bridge- 1
head at Ikskull and began an attack «
thereon, but were repulsed by our fire, s
In the same region, rising floods com- 1
pelled the enemy to emerge on his parapets,but our artillery forced him to
return to his trenches.
"One of our batteries brought down

a German aeroplane which was flying
over our positions south of Lievenhof. <
The machine was damaged only slight- cly and the airman was captured. There
were artillery duels and rifle fire in
the Dvinsk region. The ice has begun A
to break up in the Dvina. 1
"South of the Dvinsk region our ar- t

tillery successfully shelled an enemy t
train at the station of Tourmont. and 1
also enemy detachments which held i
an outpost near the village" of Mech- I
kele, north of Vidzy. The Germans
fled.

,

"On the Vidzy fro'nt and around
Lake Sarocz there was lively cannonadingat several places. In the regionto the southeast of Kolki, the r
enemy abandoned first line trenches i
and retired to the second line. South vof the village of Olyka the enemycaptured momentarily a hill which s

was immediately retaken by our 1
troops. I"During one of the attacks re- '

pulsed yesterday in the middle Strip* S
region, we captured seventy-one prls- *
oners and many rifles." I

\
»

Hk.
tna ^^25*4

DR. WAITE ALLEGED
TO HAVE CONFESSED
New York World Prints Letter
Purporting to Be Admission

He Killed Peck.

SAYS CHARGE IS JUST
AND HE EXPECTS TO DIE

His Attorney Said to Have Sanctionedthe Publication.Statement
of Seasons.

NEW YORK. April 2. (Sunday)..
What purports to be a formal confessionby Dr. Arthur Warren Waite that
le murdered his father-in-law, John E.
Peck of Grand Rapids, is printed this
Tiorning by the New York World. The
onfession is said to have been containedin a letter sent to the newspaper
jy Waite. Accompanying: it is another
letter signed by Walter Rogers Deuel.
Waite's counsel, in which he is quoted
is saying Waite desired to make his
statement "To unburden his soul somewhatfrom the heavy load upon It as

the only thing he could do in atonenent."
Extract From Waite's Letter.

The letter said to have been signed
jy \Vaite follows, in part:
"I have been informed that 1 have

seen indicted for the crime of murder
n the first degree. I know the punshmentis death.
"The indictment is just and the penaltyis one that T deserve, for I have

killed John E. Peck.
"I have thought and thought while

lying in my bed here in the hospital.
have gone over all the incidents of

:he past few months of my life, and I
lave made my peace with my creator.
now desire to make atonement for the

ivrong that I have done.
"It is a terrible grief to me that I

should have brought obliquity and
shame upon my wife and upon the
mrne of my good parents and made my
brothers to suffer as they do.
"I am relieved to make this, my confession."
Statement by Attorney Deuel.

Mr. Deuel is quoted as having said
le did not advise against the publicaionof Waite's letter. He is declared
>y the World to have authorized the
statement that Waite had confessed to
lim that his murder plan included "the
rillincr r»f Mr f» nrl M>a Inkn "C

lis wife (Mrs. Arthur Warren Waite)
tnd any one else who should happen to
itand between him and the Peck milions."

Doesn't Realiez What He Did.
It is only just to Dr. Waite to state."

dr. Deuel is quoted as saying, "that he
loes not now have any real realization
»f what he has done, in my opinion
tnd in the opinion of others who have
'isited him since he was taken to BelevueHospital. I have said that no deensewould be made on the facts.that
he defense conceded the murder of Mr.
Jeck. Therefore, as his counsel, 1 have
jermitted him to make the statement
ie did."

Virginia Progressives to Meet.
ROANOKE, Va., April vl..State ChairnanPercy S. Stephenson of Norfolk has

ssued a call for a meeting: of the execitivecommitttee of the Virginia progressesin Richmond April 8 to select a
ime and place for holding a state contention.This information was received
lere today in a letter addressed by Mr.
;tephenson to John R- St. Clair, mem>erof the committee from the sixth congressionaldistrict.
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SO RELENTLESS IS CE
PERSHING HAS

In Absence of News From San
Border Admit the Pom

Soldiers Have Ci

COLUMBUS. NT. M., April 1.troopersunder Col. George A. Doc
capture or wipe out the survivors
mand, which they defeated at San
according to meager reports seepii

The speed and the relentlessne
made are indicated, according to
Gen. Pershing, who, last reports sj

across desert trails and through m
tion, has not even taken time to i

gagement. Nor was any word n

service at the army wireless stat

conditions, was resumed today.
ONLY ROUTINE I

Military headquarters here m;

"No details of the engagemer
messages received from the south
in none of them was the engagem

Other information received i
still much doubt at the American
the bandit chieftain was with hi
One report, given much credenci
wounds which broke his leg and si
made on the Carranza garrison at
and that the leader was carried a

a jolting wagon to a secret hidin
Guerrero.

Col. Dodd's Difficult Task.
Although the pursuit by the Americans

is a new experience for Villa, one he has
never met in all his years of guerrilla
warfare, arin^rnen here are not inclined
to minimize the task before Col. Dodd.
The Guerrero district in which Villa,

with a price on his head, was able for
eight years to escape capture by Porflrio
IMaz's rurales, abounding, as it does, in
caves, canyons and almost impassable
mountain trails, all screened from the
eyes of air scouts by heavy growths of
mountain pines, is admittedly one of the
most isolated regions in Mexico, and the
one in which the bandit has the largest
number of friends.
From the moment the news of the battlewas announced the greatest excite

ment has prevailed in Columbus, the town
which Villa attacked less than three
weeks ago. and in which he murdered
eight civilians and seven American cavalrymen.
Scores of persons, civilians and soldiers

gathered around the army wireless stationexpecting momentarily the news

would be flashed through the air that he
had been captured and was being brought
to Columbus. Some suggested that even
if Villa is captured it would be unwise
to bring him across the border because
of the feeling of the people.

Sorry Plight of Captured Horses.
Something of this sentiment was expressedat a sale of thirty-four Villa

mounts captured by American troopers
after the raid on Columbus. Men gazed
at the pitiful wrecks of what once were

stout cow ponies, the bones of which even

three weeks of American grain had been
unable to conceal, and at the flanks,
which had been cut into strips by cruelly
roweled spurs, and cursed the bandits who
had owned the animals. The jibes of the
auctioneer, who pointed to one sorry animaland said: "He must have been a

good one, see, he looks like they'd all
taken turns at riding him," aroused no

response. The prices obtained for the animalsranged from $4.50 to $20, and this

VINA I HOT SIXTY MFNi» m m m mm imi »

|
Gen. Pershing Tells, in Report, of

Finding Bodies of Bandits
After Battle.

SAN ANTONIO. Tex.. April 1..Villa's
loss in dead at the battle with Americansat Guerrero Wednesday was

placed at sixty by Gen. Pershing today
in a report to Gen. Funston.
The bodies were found in houses in

Guerrero and scattered in the underbrushfor miles along the routes taken

by the fleeing Mexicans. Villa himself
was believed to be northeast of Guerrero,but Gen. Pershing expressed the
opinion that there was little chance of
his escape.
Detachments from four regiments of

cavalry had been disposed in such mannerthat the district where he had been
reported was practically surrounded,
and every point of escape carefully

opni-dinc tn tha renort.
guaiucu, « . o «

Gen. Pershing's report was dated
I "March 31-April 1," causing army officershere to believe it was written yesterday,but not filed until today.

Additional details of the fighting
about Guerrero were not given by Gen.
Pershing, but he said yesterday that a

snowstorm sweeping over the San
Geronimo ranch, a region of high
elevation, had made the operations of
the troops more difficult and exceedinglyuncomfortable for the soldiers.
From Customs Collector Cobb at El

Paso Gen. Funston received a communicationsaying that an American J

from Mexico had reported to him that
Villa's men had killed a German named
Blankenahip and two Americans whose
names he did not know on Mareh 27 at
Mlnaca. a few miles from Guerrero. i
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g place in the wilderness around

despite the fact that these were the be«t
horses captured, the others being in such
'condition that it was necessary to kill
them.

"I wouldn't have one of those ponies
about my place." said a rancher as he
watched the sale. "The poor beast would
always remind me of my friends killed
at Columbus." At the quartermaster's
department here there was no informationthat the chase for Villa is nearing
an end. In fact, three truck trains,
carrying supplies and equipment of m
nature such as would indicate at least
the end of the chase not clearly to be
in sight. left for the front.

Lieut. Col. Frick, in charge of the hospitalhere, said tonight he had received
no information concerning the four
American troopers wounded in the San'
Geronimo engagement.

Confidence of Gen. Funston's Staff.
SAN ANTONIO. Tex.. April 1.Absence

of news from the district about Guerrero
did not diminish the belief at Gen. Funston'sheadquarters that possibly Villa,
himself had been captured.
A written report from Gen. Pershing

sent two days before the fight at Guerrerowas received. This dealt onl> with
,the details of the troops' disposition since

crossing the border, and the difficulties
had encountered in getting his suppliesand in maintaining communications. He
reported that the engineering forces were
working on the road north of t'asas
Grandes and on that part extending
southward toward Namiquipa The roads
south of Casas Grandes were reported in
better condition than those to the north.
He also called attention to the fact that
the aeroplanes are equipped with enginesof too low power.

Press dispatches telling of a report from
Chihuahua that Villa had been capturedat Minaca, only a few miles south of
Guerrero, were unconfirmed by official
reports, but there was no disposition to
belittle it. Gen. Funston was convincedof the truth of the report that Villa was
badly wounded prior to the fight atGuerrero, and it was believed that his
escape was now highly improbable.

SCHILLER HELDTPLOT
German Who Seized Ship Accused of

Attempt to Place Dynamite
on Cunard Liner.

NEW YORK, April 1..Charged with
attempting to place dynamite on the
Cunard line steamship Pannonia, ClarenceHudson, also known as Ernest
Schiller, the German stowaway, who
took possession of the British steamer

Matoppo at sea last Wednesday night,
was locked up tonight at police headQuarters.According to the police,
Hudson and three other men planned to

blow up the Pannonia on the night of
March 3 while she was moored in the
North river.

Trunk Confiscated.
Hudson admitted he had used a motor

boat in which dynamite was stored, but
refused to state where the launch or

the explosive couU| be found. A trunk
belonging to him was confiscated at the
boarding house in Hoboken where he
lived, but Information as to its contentswas refused.
The plot to destroy the steamship was

IDanauneu, nuunon saia, DecaUSd IWO OI
[he three men he had engaged as confederatesbacked out at the final conference.and ha decided the task was
too bis (or two men to tackle*


